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Rick ReedRick Reed: I first heard about COVID early February. I get a 
magazine called ‘The Economist’ and it was talking about it a lot 
so I kind of sensed that trouble was ahead. So then I called [my 
doctor Ryan] Kauffman. We were supposed to go on a baseball trip 
to Myrtle Beach. I was going to go with the baseball team and serve 
as the van driver. So I e-mailed Dr. Kauffman in late February and 
said, ‘What do you think about this trip’ and like a half-hour later he 
called me on my cellphone and my stomach kind of sank because I 
thought, ‘Ugh, he’s calling me instead of e-mailing me back’ and he 
said, ‘Cancel the trip.’ 

This is 2 weeks before we shut down so people weren’t freaking out 
yet and he said, ‘Yeah this is real’ and he said, 

‘Our whole lives are about to change as we know it.’ 



Sarah High: I had surgery right before Christmas in 2019. I spent the first three months of 2020 recovering. 
I was scheduled to return to school the Monday that we shut down. I came to the staff meeting and decided to 
come back from recovery early to work before the official shut down.  

Nurse Katie Buffkin: I was on the softball field with my team and we had to break the news to them 
that we wouldn’t be returning to school or practice for the rest of the school year. At work the next day we were 
told to pack up as much of our stuff as we could because it would be our last day in the building. Officer Walters 
and I had to leave during the middle of practice to attend a teachers’ meeting. This is when we found out school 
was going to be virtual for the rest of the school year. We then had to go back to practice and break the news to 
the girls.  

High: I remember being so happy to be back at work. It was so nice to get to see my coworkers after not seeing 
them for 3 months. But it was also very weird. There was a feeling of uncertainty in the air. No one could have 
predicted what that was the start of. 

Mark Brunswick: I was just sad for the students and athletes that worked really hard up to that point. 
Plus we were excited about our Spring trip to Myrtle Beach.

Erin Hoyng: I got an email from Mr. Hall saying we wouldn’t be returning. It was almost like a mini panic 
attack because it was so hard to believe.  

Dr. Pam Noeth: I was stunned. During lunch I was just hanging out with the seniors and we were chatting 
about possibly getting shut down. I remember how upset everyone was, especially the seniors. Trying to prepare 
for what was to come just made the entire situation so depressing. 

Matt Comstock: I had been following the news for the weeks leading up to our shut down. I was surprised 
when I learned that we would be shutting down, as the local number of cases was very low. That Friday was a 
quiet building with teachers in their rooms preparing assignments for the next couple of weeks.

Katie Rychener: I remember being in my classroom and hearing the announcement at the end of the 
workday and being so confused as to what was actually taking place. The following day I came to work to gather 
up materials and I brought a suitcase in. I put everything I could possibly manage to fit inside so that I had all 
of my resources with me at home. I literally thought, ‘Alright, 3 weeks. This will be ok.’ In hindsight I was super 
naive.  

Reed: I started talking to my 
teacher’s aides, Darren Vermillion 
and Kristy Feisel and saying look, 
this is what [Dr. Kauffman] says. We 
need to at least have a plan for how 
we’re going to do this. We pretty 
much assumed we were going to get 
sent home for a long stretch and I 
figured it was going to be for the rest 
of the year. 

The tough part about kids with 
special needs is remote is just not 



easy. Technology’s not easy in general. I prepared my students that week 
that I talked to them about it. I don’t scare them. I lead off with ‘Look, this 
probably doesn’t affect you guys. There’s not a whole lot of reason to be 
scared but you need to be prepared. Life is going to be different.’

Kristy Mount: I knew from watching the news that it was going to 
happen, what was scary was how fast it happened. I thought we would still 
have school that Friday to pass out laptops. I wasn’t really ready for the fact 
that I wasn’t going to be able to get back into the building.

Art Caudill: I actually was excited because the thought of being home 
with my boys and teaching school from my home excited me. I was a bit 
nervous because I had never done it. 

Buffkin: I hated that my softball season got cut super short, especially for 
our senior Caitlyn Shumaker, but I honestly didn’t mind not having to be 
at work.

Hoyng: Not getting to say goodbye to the students was different.  

Noeth: I wish we would have had at least a couple days to have everyone 
back in school to prep everybody for being off of school. I just feel like 

there were some memories the seniors missed out on. They didn’t get the closure they deserved. 

Comstock: There are several things I regret that we were not able to accomplish. Things like the Spring season, 
Prom, Future Freshman Showcase for 8th graders. But I was happy that we were able to do a live commencement 
for the class of 2020.

Reed: We had a great senior class last year. Dalton Carter, Alex Westerman, James Salyer. They were a huge part 
of our unit. When you’re in our unit you’re with us for four years. You’re with us mostly all day so it’s an intimate 
setting. The last three months of their high school years--it was sad to see that happen. 

We do a thing every year the last few years [called the] CBC cup. It’s like an Olympic games for kids with 
disabilities and it’s all the schools in the CBC and my kids, especially last year, were athletic and they were into it. 
It was really sad to see that canceled. 

Rychener: We were informed the day prior to quarantine starting that the Ohio DECA State Conference 
was not going to occur. I was devastated and so were my students. They had worked really hard to prepare for 
competition and to be told we couldn’t go and defend the work in front of judges was heartbreaking. I also 
hate that I wasn’t able to give my DECA seniors hugs on graduation day or go to grad parties. I really value 
the relationships I build with my students, and not being able to wish them well in the proper manner was so 
disheartening.  

Caudill: I was not able to help coach weight training for our football team indoors. We had to develop an 
outdoor plan. I had to miss my son and his teammates’ baseball season. 

Jason Calton: I missed getting to have a tennis season. That is mostly for the 2020 seniors but also for our 
other players that missed the experience of a season with their teammates. 



Mount: Oh I missed a lot, I missed seeing the seniors and those last few months with them. The topics I teach 
in my classes are challenging so teaching them remotely was harder. I missed seeing the seniors and building the 
bonds with them.

High: Not returning to school at all last year was the hardest part for me. I said goodbye to my students before 
Christmas break, and never got to see them again. I have some of them again this year, but I never got to say 
goodbye to my seniors, and that was hard.  

Buffkin: It was hard for our community to come together at first because nobody knew the extent of the virus, 
so we all had to take our precautions, but as soon as local restaurants and business could open back up, our 
community swarmed them with love and support.  

High: At the beginning, I was really proud at how our community came together to tackle the pandemic. 
Everyone was doing what they could to help others out. I had a neighbor who dropped off toilet paper, bottled 
water and a snack to everyone on our street. People were supporting local as best they could and really taking 
care of one another.  

Caudill: It was awesome. Neighbors were helping neighbors and enjoying things we took for granted.  

Noeth: There were things that we’ve never had to do before like prepping lunches for students and making sure 
everyone had some form of technology.

Comstock: I remember seeing a lot of social media posts about people ordering a lot of carry out food to help 
support our local restaurant scene. I also witnessed a lot of parents and students picking up school work for 
those who were unable to get to the school during their scheduled pick up time. 

Calton:  It was actually a similar feel early on as it was after the 9/11 tragedy. People seemed to be more caring 
and patient with each other but did look at each other in passing as if to say “Do you have the ‘Vid?” 

Rychener: I firmly believe Chieftain Nation did everything we could to try and find a level of normalcy. I think 
our administration was superior in their leadership via coordinating graduation and as many year-end elements 
as possible. It may not have looked the same, or felt the same, but graduation did happen. The end of the school 
year and the end of 2020 did come. We survived and thrived in our community, in my opinion. We have seen so 
many people rally around small businesses and individuals to make sure we take care of our own.  

Reed: I think especially early on people did come together. I think that for the most part people took it 
seriously and understood that sacrifices were 
going to have to be made and there was no 
good answers. I think early on people were 
quick to try to do what they could to help each 
other. That faded over time. I think, probably 
like anything, that after a month a lot of people 
thought that it was going to be over quick.

Maybe some of the messaging that we were 
getting led to that. What was it, ‘three weeks 
to flatten the curve’ or something? Everything 
I had read and having Dr. Kaufman to talk us 
through it he had basically said it was going 
to be more than a year. I don’t think anyone 



thought the vaccines were going to 
be here yet.

Buffkin: It was scary because we 
didn’t know what [COVID-19] was, 
especially hearing about the people 
that had already died from it. No 
testing was available at first, so it was 
impossible for us to know whether 
we had it or had been exposed to it 
already. It was a very scary situation 
that sent everyone into panic.  

Caudill: [At first] I thought it was 
over-exaggerated and that it was silly. 
I realized the threat was real and that 
some people could become deathly ill after contracting the virus.  

Noeth: I was upset because people seemed to be making it worse by using social media. 

Calton: At the very beginning, I was frustrated with the shutdown of everything including the Big Ten 
basketball tourney and March Madness. As more information became available, I believe that it became more 
real, but I guess I don’t fear getting it but don’t act careless. 

High: I, like many others, underestimated the pandemic in the beginning. I have never lived through anything 
like this and did not know how big it would become. I think it always gets more real the closer it hits to home. I 
had a family member die from COVID and that made things more serious for me. 

Reed: Well I took it really seriously. I don’t know anything about medicine or science that’s what I pay Dr. 
Kauffman for and I have infinite trust in him. In our community the overwhelming majority of people that have 
gotten it have been okay. Unfortunately, those that are older and those that are sick haven’t done as well. I’ve lost 
a couple loved ones to it. We’ve had some people here locally that people know about that were not the kind of 
people that you expect to struggle and they struggled. I got a really good buddy that was plenty healthy and got 
blood clots after.

Hoyng: In the beginning I was very skeptical about whether it was reality. I followed all protocols that were put 
in place because in the very beginning I had high risk family members have it.  

Rychener: I was terrified. I will not lie. I have a 78-year-old mother who had a heart-attack in January last year 
and I was panicked that she would encounter someone who had COVID. I was afraid I would pass it on to her or 
another loved one or even a stranger, for that matter. We just didn’t know what we didn’t know. 

Brunswick: I was very concerned at the beginning but now looking back it is hard to see businesses struggling. 
Today we are more educated on it with the protocols but really feel now we have to proceed with caution but 
continue to move forward.

Comstock: Initially, I felt as though it was being blown a little out of proportion. I thought it was a type of flu 
and we don’t shut the world down for flu. Then when it started to hit close to home, I started thinking maybe this 
thing is really bad. I believe that this is a bad virus, but looking back a year later, I am not sure that I agree that 
closing businesses and schools was the “right thing to do”. Obviously, decisions had to be made with very limited 



study of the virus, but I hope we have learned that with proper safety protocols, we can safely manage this virus 
in the future.

Reed: As far as distancing, that was tough because I like to be around people. We figured out pretty early on in 
my house that if we visited outside then it doesn’t spread. We can sit down on the patio and visit with people and 
we learned a lot of different ways to do that pretty quickly as the weather got better.

Hoyng: I stocked up on meats and frozen things because I have a sister that lives in Columbus and everything 
there was extremely bare so I stocked up for them and myself.  

Rychener: I did not hoard anything intentionally. But we do have about eight large things of hand soap at 
my house now. We ordered a lot with Clicklist and Instacart and accidentally ended up with far more than we 
needed. 

Reed: Well, I guess I don’t like that word [hoard] because it sounds negative. In February I went to Costco and I 
spent $1,000. I bought n95 masks. I’ve given a lot of them away to friends and family that have traveled. They got 
my mom on a plane-- I made her wear them. 

I hoarded Clorox bleach wipes. I hoarded toilet paper because I bought a ton of it but this was before everyone 
else did. I stocked up big-time on meat. I got a huge industrial-size style freezer and stocked it to the brim with 
meat so we ate well. Like a lot of Americans I looked around my house and said if I’m going to be here for a long 
time let’s make this place as good as possible because we don’t have anywhere else to go. 

Caudill: My wife is a clean freak. No way she had let me hoard things.  

Calton: [I hoarded] masks. I envisioned battling Coach Sig to the death for the last mask on earth.  Maybe the 
shutdown messed with my mind.

Noeth: I had like seven different hair appointments during the first week, just in case the first six cancelled on 
me. Bath & Body Works hand sanitizer was my best friend. I had almost every scent.

Buffkin: Personally, I was hoping it would only last a couple weeks or months but medically, I understood that 
it was going to take a while to define all the details, and even still it is going to take some time to return to our 
normal world.  

High: I don’t think I really knew how long it would last. I feel like parts of it are still around and I am not sure 
how long they will stick around. I try to focus on all that I can do and not so much on all the things I wish we 
could do. Most of the things that were closed during the shutdown are back open with some restrictions like 
masks and less people. I think that is pretty good.

Buffkin: A high point for me was getting to spend more time with my family. Especially having my four kids 
home with me every day. A low point for me was being stuck inside during these winter months.  

High: The high point for me was returning to school. I was essentially in quarantine for the first three months 
of 2020, and with the shutdown it was extended to the return of school. I was very happy to be back with my 
coworkers and students, even if it wasn’t all at the same time. 

Reed: I have a 2-year-old and a 5-year-old and honestly that’s probably the perfect age if you’re going to have 
kids [during quarantine]. If my kids were [high school] age that would be a lot tougher. Two-year-olds don’t even 
know what quarantine is. My daughter did figure it out. She looked at me and said ‘Daddy what is Coronavirus?’ 



I couldn’t believe she said it clear as day and I realize that we talked about 
it in front of her. But she is still young enough that being at home with her 
mom and dad. I actually will always look back and be thankful for the time 
I got to spend with my two little kids.

Now I wish obviously I wish it wasn’t a pandemic but man I cooked a lot 
of breakfast, cooked a lot a lot a lot of dinners and spent a lot of good time 
together. Watched my son change by the week. I got to see him totally 
evolve.

Brunswick: High point was still seeing a little summer baseball for the 
kids. Low point was just the lack of in person schooling. I struggle not 
seeing the kids.

Hoyng: My low had to have been being by myself because I’m a very 
social person. My high was coming back to school full time in August even 
though you couldn’t see the smiles on kids’ faces but I felt like I was at 
home again.  

Reed: A low point I think for me probably around April we started to realize this is going to be like everything 
else in our country; there’s going to be two sides. There’s going to be the side that says COVID is super serious 
and then the other side says fake news and that really bothered. It started to become that people are bitter at each 
other because some people say you know you shouldn’t wear a mask then people say you should. Some people 
in our family not wanting to kind of abide by the rules. Family members say we need to get together? Well, yeah, 
we’re not comfortable with that. So that is by far been the lowest thing to me

I don’t know if there was a whole lot we could do. Unfortunately, viruses are tough.

Rychener: We are an extremely busy family and COVID forced us to slow down. It was an incredible break 
from the chaos. The low point for me was not seeing my students for six months straight. Talking with them on 
the phone frequently I felt helpless a little. I really like being able to communicate with them one-on-one and the 
phone, texting or Zoom just doesn’t feel the same to my soul.

Calton: High point was getting to see 2020 class get to have a sort of graduation including my son and being 
allowed to have in-person classes starting in the fall. 

Mount:  It was difficult with the teaching and with building those bonds when being remote, but some good 
things were times where having a zoom meeting would be easier than going somewhere. This gave us more 
options when times are challenging. Mr. Miller hosted trivia nights on Zoom. It was a highlight.

High: There were some very lonely times for me during the shutdown that I would consider my low. I went in 
for a second hip surgery in June of 2020. I wasn’t able to have my parents come in the surgery center with me. 
I had to wait in pre-op alone. I had to wake up from surgery with no one around. That was really hard. I also 
couldn’t have many visitors afterwards and that was hard.  

Brunswick: I got to know my loved ones better. Life slowed down to recognize what really is important. My 
wife had me do a lot of yard work. She was a hard boss to please.

High: Things changed through the shutdown. I became proficient in Zoom. I have never had so many Zoom 
calls. I think it forced people to reach out to one another and have a closer relationship because of it. I got a lot 



better at recording lessons and teaching online. I watched a lot of TV and read a lot of books. I even attempted 
some puzzles. Since I was recovering from surgery for most of it, I didn’t pick up many new hobbies.  

Reed: I always heard about Breaking Bad. I finally watched it, it was awesome. I got on eBay and saw a box of 
unopened football cards from my childhood. Like a lot of kids when I was young I collected football cards. They 
were super cheap so I bought them. They were the real 1990 football cards from when I was ten years old so I sat 
and opened them up just like I was a kid. My wife kind of made fun of me and I was like hey, this is kind of cool. 
I end up telling my buddy Dow about it and then he kind of did it too. Then we had some former students from 
here, Drake Roebuck and Cam Henry, that have been getting into it themselves so I texted with them and next 
thing you know we’re buying all these cards on eBay and spending way too much money. 

The crazy thing was we’re not the only ones like what we found out pretty quick was this was happening like 
spontaneously through our country. People of a certain age, middle-aged men, we’re all kind of going back to 
the same thing at the same time so the price of these cards went through the roof. Now you can’t hardly get your 
hands on them because a bunch of dudes sitting around too much time on their hands.

Rychener: During quarantine I really buckled down and worked hard on my MBA classes. I was able to finish 
more work because I wasn’t constantly on the go. I also really improved my ability to teach online. I have had 
experience with online education in the past and I was able to maximize Schoology as a platform for distributing 
my curriculum. I also was able to start running again and biking a lot with my family.  

Caudill: My life has only changed by doing less in public. We still do things but just not like we did before. I’m 
sure we eventually will get back. I actually picked up fishing for saugeye at Indian Lake as a hobby.  

Calton: I think I actually had a chance to just hang out with my family more. They may not have enjoyed it as 
much. 

Mount: I read a lot, I read a whole lot of books. Me and my husband hiked a lot and worked out a lot at home. 
The only thing I couldn’t do was see my kids.

Hoyng: I didn’t have any expectations on how long it would last. I went day to day with my life doing things. 
But if I had anything to say about COVID-19 I would say we were halfway to the Spanish flu.  

Reed: We talked about it a lot, my wife and I and my buddy. I thought probably a year; I didn’t think we would 
get the vaccine this quick.

Calton: I thought, ‘Well surely by June this will be all over... well definitely August.... Thanksgiving.. Christmas...
Valentine’s Day... Ok, surely by the time the Ides of March rolls around.’ Now, I’m hoping it will be over before 
the Apocalypse happens. 

Comstock: At first, I thought it would last through Spring Break. Then I felt like we would not return for the 
rest of the school year. Over the summer, I was not even sure we would be able to make it back to start the year. 
But around mid-July it was obvious we were going to come back at the start of the ‘20-21 school year.

Noeth: Initially when schools were shut down I understood but now I see that I wish we would’ve stayed in 
school because it’s now showing that being in school isn’t causing the spread. I wish we wouldn’t have shut 
everything down so quickly. 

Rychener: I feel like we are still in this weird stage of life with an end on the horizon, but no set date for 
completion. 



Comstock: There are some things that will forever have changed. The 
biggest thing that will stick around post-COVID in the athletic world will 
be the digital ticketing platform. I am a supporter of a cashless admission 
system. It is much safer for our admission workers and it is better for 
our athletic department to not have thousands of dollars of cash floating 
around each week.

Noeth: The beginning of the school year was really rough. I had to get 
myself and other people through the fact that this year wasn’t going to be 
normal, but we had to keep going. 

Buffkin: I was nervous to come back [to school in August] because I 
wasn’t sure how we could implement the safety guidelines in a reasonable 
manner, but I’m glad we’ve had the opportunity to have a semi-normal 
year, especially for our seniors.

High: I was so excited to come back to school. I hadn’t worked from the building since December of 2020. I was 
so excited to be back and be with my students again.

Hoyng: I was ready to come back to school and have some normalcy and routine but at the same time I wasn’t 
ready because I knew there was going to be a lot of work and stress not just for teachers but for the students as 
well.  

Reed: I think everyone agreed that we need to be back in school and then the good thing was kids weren’t really 
spreading it much they weren’t really affected by it. I mean, occasionally a kid will get really sick but it’s really 
rare and so we needed to get back here and we needed to do the things we did which was wear masks, try to stay 
distant. I hate wearing [masks] but you still can learn with a mask on, you can still communicate 

Comstock: The amount of extra work that went into opening schools up was pretty exhausting but worth it.

Reed: I was excited for football to start. By then we knew what we needed to do. I don’t know that we should 
have come back to school just because it was kind of tricky timing-wise. But I would have liked to have seen us 
be a little more aggressive getting back to normal in the summer.

Rychener: I was super excited to be back once I realized we could do it safely. I honestly was a little nervous at 
first, but as time went on, I realized we could make this happen.

Caudill:  I was very excited. I am a people person. I love interacting daily with my students. I need that as I feel 
they do too, so I was excited to be able to build those relationships again and revisit old ones with my students.  

Mount: I was very excited to come back and see all my kids again and go back to full time. I knew it was a risk 
but I’m glad we were safe and were able to keep the kids safe.

Buffkin: [The pandemic] makes me more aware of personal space and personal hygiene all together. This 
includes small things like sharing drinks or blowing out birthday candles.

High: I really enjoy the amount of things that can be done from home. I was never someone who enjoyed 
crowds, and I really don’t like them now. I would be okay if those never came back. Streaming the musical was 
awesome.



Caudill: It has made me more contentious about my hand cleanliness and germs.  

Calton:  I have been surprised how quickly we as humans can adjust to life altering things such as wearing 
masks.  

Hoyng: I am grateful for the freedom to just pack up and go but I have become more cautious to go places.  

Reed: I haven’t really thought about it like that. I think it almost has to [change] but I don’t like it when people 
say sometimes in the media--on Twitter and stuff--you’ll read we will never go back to normal. I don’t like that. 
I don’t think that’s a good message I want to go back to normal. I’m vaccinated now so I’m kind of in the process 
of going back to normal and I’m still abiding by the masks and all that stuff. But as far as in my own personal life, 
I’m having a birthday party for my daughter next Friday night where people are going to be there It’s been a long 
road though.

I guess the one thing, I hate to say this, [I] maybe lost some trust for my fellow man. To watch some people tell 
me that it wasn’t real when I had people I loved die was difficult to swallow. I understand it if someone’s stance is 
‘Hey COVID’s not that bad for healthy people.’ Sure that’s true. Thankfully it’s not as deadly as they first thought 
it was and it’s been a lot safer for younger healthy people but listening to people tell me what I could see with my 
own two eyes wasn’t real, [it] bothered me and it still bothers me.

Rychener: I definitely appreciate and value the “little things” in life more. I enjoy having down time, eating 
meals with my family, and being face-to-face with my students every day. When things are suddenly stripped 
away from you, the adage of “you don’t know what you’ve got until it is gone,” takes on an entirely different 
meaning.


